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"One of the most important geographical characteristics
of the European continent is that the major part of the terri-
tory te lying near the shore. Beside its elongated shape this
fact is also due to the considersble number of inner seas,
large bays and peninsules and in general, to the splitting up
of the coast-line. In this respect the Eastern Buropean Russian
table-land is of an absolutely dissimilar type. A large portion
of this vast territory extending towards Asia is lying faxr from
th§ coasts; its longest coast-line, along the Arctic Ocebp,how-
ever, is not suited for navigation. Even this characteristic
-~ beside others - separates well the Eastern European table-
1an& from the interior of Europe, as well as from the southern
and western coastal areas.

On the body of our continent the most distant point
from the seas is to be found in the northeastern portion of
the Great Hungarian Plain. The whole Carpathian Basin itself,
compared to the other portions of Inner Europe, is lying dis-
tant from the sea. The distance in bee-line, is enlarged by
the fact that from here the nearest coasts of the Adriatie Sea
cannot be approached indirectly but by numerous bywaye across
large mountains; the coasts of the Biack Sea, however, have no
good harbours and in this direction too, the great hindranée
of the Cerpathians has to be overcome,

Our Teble below illustrates the fact how much the
coasts being near in bee-line are remoted from the more impor-
tant centers of Central Burope by geographicgl barriers. To
get from Vienna to the harbour of Hamburg lying at the North
Sea by railway /by passanger train/ tekes one and a half timee
more time than to réach the harbour of Triest on the Adriatic

‘Distance from the Shore.

Iying twice as near in bee-line. The space of time of the
latter is better approached. by the giatance of the harbour of
Stettin at the Baltic Sea, its distance in bee-line being also
considerably greater‘/almost twice/. Budapest has far more

the same location. / The duration of railway time had been de-

termined according to the actual time-table of about 1935:

Igigge- By-r;ilway igsgiﬂgégg
] km train
Distance of Vienna from Triest 349 587 19h30!
n " " Stettin 597 834 26%15°
m " " Hamburg 132 1.073 28"40°
" Budapest "  Fiume 435 618 218389
Stettin 746 975 28%20°
Hamburg 923 1.262 30h19’
Constanza 821 1,131 36h27’
" " Iwéw " Danzig 612 822 24821
celati 576 691 26801?
" " Beograd " Susak /Piume/ 486 664 20807°
Dubrovnik 310 756 25%50°
Saloniki 505 719 26838
Varna 620 951 44?100

The distance .rom the seas accounts tTor the central lo-
cation of the Carpathian Basin and its surroundings, as well
as for the formation of the climafio conditions, consequently
it affects agr;culture,

conditions of living and communi-
cation. ‘



DISTANCE FROM THE SHORE
The lines show 200—400—600—800 km distances from the shores
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